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In late 2013, Dipika started to feel sick 
but doctors couldn’t figure out what 
was wrong.

After months of CT scans, MRI scans 
and bone marrow tests, the doctors 
told her it was secondary breast 
cancer.

“I was the first in my family to be 
diagnosed with breast cancer. I didn’t 
know anything about it,” says Dipika.

“All I could think about was my family. 
My daughter was only two at the time. 
And she needs her mum.” 

So Dipika decided to fight.

On her 45th birthday she started her 
first round of chemotherapy. 

Not long after her diagnosis, she 
joined Sweet Louise.

“When I heard about Sweet Louise, 
I was so happy to have people who 
were thinking about and caring for 
me.” 

Dipika was so sick after treatment, she 
couldn’t attend Sweet Louise meetings 

for months. But ever since she’s been 
able to attend, she makes the most of 
her time with people facing the same 
journey. 

The Member meetings make 
me feel like I’m home. I can 
be myself and sometimes I 
even forget I have cancer.  
It’s support like this that 
helps make my new life with 
cancer easier.
For many Sweet Louise Members, 
spending time with others dealing 
with the same diagnosis is a source of 
strength and support. 

The meetings range from discussions 
on cancer treatments, planning for 
the future and nutritional tips to 
scrapbooking and complementary 
therapies.

Having a support group when going 
through treatments, receiving bad 
news or having a bad day is essential 
for Sweet Louise Members. 

Thanks to supporters like you, 
Members have a group of people to 
get them through the toughest time of 
their lives.

“Sweet Louise helps me cope on the 
days when it gets too hard. The other 
Members are so generous in sharing 
their stories and strength and they help 
me to be brave,” says Dipika.

The support I get from Sweet 
Louise encourages me to 
fight another day.
Because Dipika doesn’t drive, one of 
our amazing volunteers brings her 
along to every meeting. 

“Thanks to Sweet Louise, I have 
nurses and Members supporting me, 
encouraging me, and above all, 
caring for me and my family,” says 
Dipika.

For many Sweet Louise Members, 
having that extra support is an 
essential part of coping with cancer. 

Without you, Members like Dipika 
wouldn’t receive the support they need 
during the toughest time of their lives. 
Our heartfelt thanks to you.



Top 5 Service Providers
For many Sweet Louise 
Members, the yearly allocation 
of $500 service vouchers 
makes a real difference in 
their day-to-day life with 
cancer. 

Finding joy and hope in every 
day becomes very important 
and it is often the simplest 
gestures of kindness that can 
make the biggest difference. At 
a time when these women and 
men have little choice in their 
lives, they are able to select 
over 160 services such as 
wigs, mastectomy underwear, 
meal deliveries, massages, 
garden maintenance, house 
cleaning etc.

As one Member says;  
“I live alone and my energy 
levels are not great because 
of my treatment. Home 
maintenance is no longer 

a problem because of my 
vouchers. I appreciate the help 
so much.”  

A special thank you 
to our Top 5 Service 
Providers of 2015: 

Eat (meal deliveries)

Greenacres/ 
Hire-a-Hubby

Breast Care Products

Hoyts Cinema

Gatting’s Events & 
Catering 

Thanks to you, Members can 
access house cleaning, home 
baking, or a gentle massage 
that helps them make the most 
of each day and live as well 
as they can for as long as they 
can. 

ANZ Bank New Zealand Limited: Team Brilliant
On a wet and wild day in Auckland, 16 volunteers from 
ANZ took their team volunteer day to help out some of our 
Members with gardening and housework. 
For many Members, it can be tough to get the household 
jobs done, especially after a long day of treatment. But 
thanks to ANZ, some didn’t have to worry about that. 
Here are some of the comments from the Members:
•	 Just to say thanks and appreciation for sending us the 

volunteers. The two ladies, Cathy and Stephanie were 
very nice and happy to do whatever needed doing. 
One worked inside and the other ignored the terrible 
weather and still weeded our garden! Three cheers to 
them.

•	 Dwayne and team came to visit me today and worked 
absolute magic on my very neglected garden. I am so 
grateful. And they were wonderful people as well as 
wonderful gardeners. Thanks so much, ANZ. 

An amazing team effort from ANZ, and one that 
highlights the power of kindness in making a difference 
for others.

You provide support when they need it the most
Your help means Sweet Louise 
Members can access essential support 
including $500 worth of service 
vouchers and contact with Support 
Coordinators. Our Members say it’s 
things like this that make life with 
cancer that bit easier. 
Sandra was a Member who sadly 
passed away earlier this year. She 
loved using her vouchers for pamper 
treatments. Her partner Fred sent us a 
lovely email. 

“I want to convey my heartfelt thanks 
for the incredible generosity and 
support your organisation provided 
during the past couple of years.
“I know without a doubt that your 
many kindnesses brought a huge joy 
to Sandy, and indirectly myself. You 
encouraged and enabled her to do 
many things which would not have 
otherwise occurred and played a 
significant part in her positive attitude 
and quality of life.

“I get great comfort from the 
knowledge that she was supported by 
such lovely people. My eternal thanks 
to you all.”
Fred’s email is a lovely reminder of 
what you make possible. 
Support like yours is making life easier 
for those living with terminal breast 
cancer by providing moments of 
comfort and relief to our Members. We 
are very grateful for your part in this.

Creating precious memories
For Sweet Louise Members making precious memories 
is more important than ever. The chance to spend 
quality time with family is a real treat. 

With help from Sovereign, Wellington Member Jayne 
was able to enjoy a special dinner with her husband 
and two kids Amelia, 10 and Ben, 5. 

“Amelia is a real foodie so it was lovely to go to a 
fancy restaurant like Hippopotamus in Wellington 
and do something we wouldn’t normally do. The kids 
couldn’t believe their eyes,” says Jayne. 

“It’s important that while I’m around, I can take them 
on special experiences. It’s important to spend quality 
time with the kids and make some memories.”

For Jayne and her family, the chance to have a night 
out together was an adventure that they’ll never 
forget.  

“It really helped to go out and do something as a 
family. Thank you so much.”

Thank you to Sovereign for making these memories 
possible. 



Fishing 
for Sweet 
Louise

MANY THANKS TO 
OUR SUPPORTERS 
FROM THIS 
QUARTER

Run with the Sweet Louise 
team ...
Last year, Brogan ran the ASB Auckland Marathon in 
memory of his dad Shane. 

"My dad was my best mate and I wanted to run the 
marathon for him. My main goal was to complete it for 
my dad. I wasn’t out there for me. I wanted to do it for 
my dad," says Brogan. 

Brogan's dad was a Sweet Louise Member and the 
$4000 Brogan raised went towards helping Sweet 
Louise Members around the country. 

Would you consider following in Brogan's footsteps and 
run for Sweet Louise Members? You’ll receive plenty of 
support from our Fundraising Team including entry for the 
Marathon, a raffle gift basket once you reach $250 of 

your fundraising goal and a prize for the top fundraiser.

Email fundraising@sweetlouise.co.nz  
to find out how to join the team.

A day of fishing, food and fun raised 
$16,000 for Sweet Louise Members thanks 
to Brett and Sandra Fleetwood from Scorpio 
Agencies Ltd.

The pair brought a great fundraising idea to 
life a few years ago and have now held the 
fabulous NZ Textile Fishing Competition six 
times! 

Held on Motuihe Island, a hundred or so folk 
from the textile industry come together to fish 
and play. Many of them generously donated 
some amazing auction items which is held 
on the beach after fishing is done for the 
day. As official auctioneer, Brett does a great 
job in encouraging everybody to spend up 
large. And they did! $16,000 gives 32 
Members their yearly allocation of vouchers.  

On the day everybody was so kind and 
really made the day very heartfelt. A 
huge thanks to Brett and Sandra and the 
volunteers, especially Robyn for all their hard 
work. Your support makes a real difference 
to Sweet Louise Members. Thank you!

Fill your car up with 
petrol and love
You’ve got the chance to be a superstar when you 
fill up at Z Stations around the country! 
Z service stations around the country will be 
supporting four neighbourhood groups each 
and we’re lucky enough to be one of the chosen 
groups in 14 stations. 

Where can you vote for us?
Z Ti Rakau Drive -  
 Auckland

Z Kamo - Whangarei

Z Heretaunga Street -  
 Hastings

Z Tamatea - Hawkes Bay

Z Sanson -  
 Palmerson North

Z Remuera - Auckland

Z Te Atatu - Auckland

Z Wilmot Motors -  
 Warkworth

Z Kepa Road -  
 Auckland

Z Lakeside - Auckland  
 (North Shore)

Z Glen Park - Auckland  
 (North Shore)

Z Green Bay -  
 Auckland

Z Greenlane -  
 Auckland

Z Masterton 

To vote for us all you 
need to do is buy 
something from one of 
the chosen Z Stations 
during May. You’ll be 
given an orange token 
to put in the voting box. 
How much Sweet Louise 
receives depends on your 
votes so please support 
women and men living 
with terminal breast 
cancer during May. 

Team Sweet Louise 2015

Sandra and Robyn

TM



Yes, I would like to support Women and Men living with terminal breast cancer
1. DONATION DETAILS
 I would like to donate:

  $30 – to help a Member get to a support meeting

  $50 – will help a Sweet Louise Support Nurse get to

   remote areas to hold a meeting

  $100 – will provide the venue and catering for a meeting

  Surprise us!  $ ............................................................

2. PAYMENT DETAILS
 I would like to pay by:

  Visa       Mastercard       Amex

 Card Number ..................................................................

 Expiry..................................  CVV ..................................

 Name on Card ................................................................

 Signature ........................................................................  

OR
  Cheque: Please make cheques out to “Sweet Louise”.

3. CONTACT DETAILS

 Name .............................................................................

 Address ..........................................................................

 .............................................  Postcode ..........................

 Phone .............................................................................

 Email ..............................................................................

 
PLEASE RETURN TO
Sweet Louise
PO Box 137-343, Parnell, Auckland 1151

Thank you for your generous support

 Tick here to receive info on how to support us through  
 a bequest.

A heartfelt thank you to the individuals and groups who have given their time and 
effort to raise funds for Sweet Louise Members over the past few months.

Sweet Louise Heroes

A huge thank you to our friends at 
Sentra Print for helping us with all 
our printing needs – including this 
newsletter!

Sometimes our volunteers go far 
beyond the call of duty. Nicola and 
Andrea went to do some gardening 
for a Sweet Louise Member and 
got more than they bargained for! 
Neighbours falling sick, ambulances 
arriving and gathering kids from 
a netball game. And after all 
that, they still stayed and did the 
gardening! Thank you!

Swimming 4.6 kilometres was easy 
for David, Nick and James. But 
not only did they do the Rangitoto 
Swim, they raised more than 
$1100 for Sweet Louise Members. 
Thanks for your amazing support!

A special thank you to Sheryl 
and Simon who make wonderful 
heart cushions for Sweet Louise 
Members. Sheryl sews and Simon 
stuffs the cushions along with a 
special note for each Member.

Please support our Members facing 
terminal breast cancer alone...
Our last letter aimed to raise $10,000 so rural and regional Members would have the opportunity to 
go to meetings and meet and connect with other Members. So far, we’ve raised $8,000. Not bad for 
a small charity but we’d love to kick our target out of the park! Please support our Members to attend 
meetings so no one has to face terminal breast cancer alone.


